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Events At a Glance
• No School - Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11th

• General PTA Meeting, Nov. 12th 7:30pm

• Jog-A-Thon, Nov. 14th 8:30am

• Parent-Teacher Conferences, Week of Nov. 13-21st (Minimum Days)

• Thanksgiving Break, Week of Nov. 24-28th

Coming Up…
Santa’s East Sac Adventure!, Saturday, Dec. 6th 10am

Book Fair, Week of Dec. 8-12th

Winter Fair Music & Art

P a r e n t  - T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s

T h a n k s g i v i n g  B r e a k  -  N o  S c h o o l

Parent -Teacher Conf



P TA  S p o n s o re d  E ve n t s  a n d  P ro g r a m s
Science and Garden

We have had a great start to the year in our garden. 

I want to especially thank all the docents that have taken on the 
teaching in our garden. All classes have now made their way 
into the garden, raking, picking, harvesting, tasting, smelling 
and having fun. I have heard many great discussions about 
plants parts, insects, pollination, native plants and more. My 
favorite has been the plant part skits 
that I have seen. We have been doing 
an activity that involves students 
becoming the parts of a plant. It has 
been so cute to see the kids have fun 
with this activity, while learning or 
reviewing all the plant parts. 
The garden has been replanted and we will soon be harvesting 
an entire crop of salad.  Last week we had to place a sign near 
the onions because students were so anxious to eat them, they 
were disappearing. Who would have thought that kids would 
be stealing onions? 
The Science Carts have been working well. I saw some great 
Biome creations from classes. One great benefit to the carts is 
the reduction of time used to move classes and settle in. 
Teachers have been finding the activities fun and some have 
even tried using the carts from another grade level to engage 
students with a different topic. 
During the month of November the intermediate students will 
have the opportunity to do a microscope study of plant and 
animal cells. Our primary students will be working on animal 
needs, adaptations  and various animal ecosystems.

Arts Alive!
Greetings Art Fans, Parents & TJ,
The art program is in full swing with amazing art projects 
floating through the halls and campus.  October brought lots of 
ghouls, boos and sugar skulls.  
Docents are doing a great job with students and tying in our 
spectacular art show with the season and cultural holidays. 
 (Loved the sugar skull tambourines in Mrs. Dawson's Kinders 
and the hand built lanterns in Mrs. Gambirazio's 4/5 class.)
Art is fundamentally advancing at TJ and we are seeing our 
students leap into the messy colorful world of art.
Thank you for your continued support, generous donations and 
and volunteerism.  Parent volunteers make the art world go 
round!
Stay creative! Stay Young!

Green Team 
Green Team has a strong start with about 70 students 
participating. 

You may have noticed that our theme this year is alternative 
transportation. We have posted many of the students posters 
around campus and hope to post some of their compelling 
video’s on our PTA website. 
Starting in November we will start our “TJ Rolls” campaign. 
We will be encouraging all students to ride, 
walk, or roll to school on Wednesdays. 
Students will have a chance to register to earn 
GREEN TEAM MILES. Each Wednesday, 
Green Team members will be logging students 
miles. Participants will earn prizes as the year goes on. Look 
for a flyer with more information and encourage your children 
to Walk, Ride or Roll to school on Wednesdays. Let’s rack up 
those miles. Go Green!

A note from Miss Holly:
Fall has arrived and we are singing about Harvest in our primary 
classes, we learned a song about farmers and caring for crops. 
Third grade students received their recorders and are already 
reading music for Hot Cross Buns and Merrily We Roll Along.
After school string classes began October 6th. We still have a 
couple spots in beginning violin and Intermediate string 
orchestra. 
Volunteers: If you are interested in volunteering in your child's 
music class, or in supporting the music program outside of class, 
please let me know! We can use your help and knowledge. 
Contact holly-harrison@scusd.edu.
Winter Music Fair - Students will soon begin learning songs for 
the performances coming up at the Winter Music Fair. It is a 
wonderful night to see your child perform on stage with 
classmates, a memorable evening not to be missed. Save the 
date: December 19th at Kit Carson! If you are interested in 
volunteering for this event please contact me or Paige Schulte at 
paigetjpta@gmail.com.
Miss Holly



U p d a t e s  o n  E ve n t s

Harvest Festival a Tremendous Success

Exceeding our expectations and exceeding our revenue goals 
by $3,250, we are able to give even more back to the teachers 
to support their classrooms. 
The wristbands proved popular this year allowing for 
unlimited access to the carnival games. The ticket booth was 
staffed by the always dedicated Cortenie Garis the day before 
the event, and the night of Harvest Festival.  Our much 
anticipated cake walk was bigger and better than ever thanks to 
all of the parent donations as well as the huge effort put out by 
Christina and Dylan Holcomb to acquire donations from local 
bakeries, create a great playlist and MC a three hour jam-
packed line. 
The six food trucks (NorCal Tacos, Dave's Dawgs, Miz 
Shirley's, Smoothie Patrol, Slightly Skewed and Home Style 
New Bites) were a hit offering a wide variety of delicious food, 
many of them selling out of popular items. 
Our school was lit up by wonderful costumes, smiling faces 
and donated lights from Jason Lampley and the Sacramento 
Police Department. We had plenty of volunteers between the 
hard work of our room parent recruitment as well as support 
from alumni currently attending Sutter Middle School and 
several Circle K International Club students from Sac State. 
Campus was energized by decorative booths, a 
windmill loaned to us by Capitol Autism Services and 
beautiful signs by Lara Kiniris. Light up balloons, face 
painting, a hay maze, chili, apple bobbing, ring toss, golfing, 
flying Angry Birds, cotton candy, great carved pumpkins and 
so much more, it was hard not to have a wonderful night. In 
addition, our photo booth allowed students and parents to 
capture the night for ongoing memories. You can check out 
pics at #judahharvestfest.
This year's Harvest Festival came down to the teamwork of 
so many people and we can't thank our sponsors enough for 
their additional support: Skye Foster, Gwynnae Byrd, 
Courtney Way, Grandma Vicki and Council member Cohn.
We are excited for next year already!
Laura Barrett and Marlene Cook

TJ Drama Program
The new and improved Theodore Judah Drama Program is 
off to an incredible start with 2 new classes and spots still  
available if anyone is interested! 
Sacramento Theatre Company is leading the kids in all kinds 
of great activities and gearing up for the school’s Spring 
Production of School House Rock! Classes meet on Thursdays 
at 2:10pm: 3rd-6th Grade meets in Ms. Conklin's Room (#17) 
and the K-2nd Graders are in Ms. Lehman's Room (#2). Kids 
are raving about the fun they had in the first class and the 
excitement will continue throughout the 7 week program! 
If you or your child is interested, please register online at 
sactheatre.org. Look for Mr. Romyl, Miss Sabrina and Miss 
Elizabeth on campus- they are the new program instructors 
and very excited to be part of the Theodore Judah Team! Hope 
to see you in class or at auditions in January!

Scholastic Book Fair
Our Annual Book Fair is Coming!
The annual Scholastic Book Fair is held in the library 
December 8-12th.  The regular library/computer lab schedule 
will resume after the book fair ends.
Students and families are invited to purchase items before 
school, during recess and after school. It’s a 
great opportunity to get some early Christmas 
gifts!
Thank you in advance to Wendy Alfonso, our 
Librarian, who along with parent volunteers 
raise funds from this event that help support 
our library and classrooms.
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Jog-A-Thon

 Focus on Health with Jog-a-Thon Fundraiser

Theodore Judah continues to focus on health with its annual 
Jog-a-Thon fundraiser. The event, which began more than 10 
years ago, has grown significantly and is now the school’s 
second largest fundraiser. It is expected to bring in $18,000 on 
November 14.
“About a decade ago, Theodore Judah began looking for more 
healthy ways to raise funds and engage the community,” said 
Principal Celeste. “This fundraiser benefits our school-wide 
music program, which is impressive and improves each year. 
Without this fundraiser, we would not be able to have a music 
teacher at our school.”
This year, the Jog-a-Thon has expanded its fundraising efforts 
and for the first-time ever has incorporated a title sponsor – 
Pettit Gilwee of Lyon Real Estate, who is providing a cash 
donation and in-kind services. Additionally, there are now 
business sponsorships available for companies and 
organizations.
“The Jog-a-Thon pulls the community together,” said Jill 
Gardiner, who has been producing the event for the last seven 
years. “Parents and volunteers come out by the dozen to help to 
make it run smoothly. And, the kids just love it – the attention, 
the pride of accomplishing their goal and, of course, the 
competitive nature of outrunning your best friend.”
Students who raise $50 or receive 20 donations (of any 
monetary value) receive a t-shirt after the run, all of who wear 
their gear proudly throughout the school year.
Businesses committed to the 2014 event are Compton’s 
Market, Run to Feed the Hungry event producer Rich Hanna, 
Shields Electric, Law Office of Stephanie Glorioso Epolite, 
Firefly Art, East Sac Barber Shop, East Sac Give Back and Full 
Bleed Screen Apparel Printing. Only two business sponsorship 
slots are left at $100/each and include company logo on 
hundreds of event t-shirts.
For more information or to take part, click to the Theodore 
Judah Elementary PTA website at www.theodorejudahpta.org.
**NEW Online Pledge Sheets!** Visit Theodore Judah's 
Online Pledge Page at- https://99pledges.com/fund/
Theodorejudah to find your child's pledge sheet!

Taste and Toast
This year's Taste and Toast event held at Compton's Market 
was another fantastic 
success and it's not hard 
to see why. The event 
was hosted and 
generously supported by Compton's Market owner and general 
manager Sunil Hans as well the Sacramento Artist's Council, 
Theodore Judah was able to benefit from over 5,000 dollars 
raised! Theodore Judah parent Josh Hurley assisted in  
coordinating the event for the second year in a row. 

From ticket sales for food and beverages and 
from a percentage of the sales inside the store 
for the duration of the event, the community 
stepped up to the plate again!  
Families were able to enjoy a bounce house, art 
activities, face painting and pony rides.  There 

was live music and a really great energy that made an 
otherwise warmer than usual October day a great deal of fun 
for everyone who showed up!
The money raised from this event will go towards supporting 
the great programs that our school is known for such as 
Science Alive, Arts Alive, the music program, and others.  
Thank you again to everyone who did their part in making this 
yet another great fundraiser that all of Theodore Judah can be 
proud of.  The parents, teachers and staff that contributed their 
time to making this effort such a success shows a great 
commitment to furthering enriching the experiences of the 
children attending our great school. The community really 
came together in a big way to have a great time for a good 
cause and it showed!

Learn more about PTA at: 
theodorejudahpta.org

“Like” us @ www.facebook.com/TheodoreJudahPta

PTA General Meeting
Dear Judah Parents,

Please join us for our General PTA  Meeting on campus 
Wednesday, November 12th. Meeting will begin at 7:30pm. 
Pizza and Child Care will be provided will be provided.


