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May 2014

Events At a Glance
• Teacher Appreciation Week, May 5th-9th

• Big Spoon Yogurt Social & Fundraiser, May 6th

• Facilities Meeting Update with District Staff, May 7th 6-7:30pm

• Cinco De Mayo Celebration, May 9th

• Summer Biathlon, May 18th @ Rio Del Oro

• Open House, May 22nd 5:30-6:30pm

• Jamba Juice, on campus every Thursday after school for the remainder of the year serving fruit 
smoothies for  $4each, 20% of proceeds are donated to school.

Coming Up…
Last Day Of School! - June 12

T e a c h e r  A p p r e c i a t i o n  W e e k



P TA  S p o n s o re d  E ve n t s  a n d  P ro g r a m s
Science and Garden

Plant Sale a Success

Thank you to all who purchased plants for their garden during 
the Science Alive Plant Sale. It was a booming success. The 
students worked very hard to grow, transplant, label and 
organize orders. We may have had a few changes in our orders 
or a couple of mishaps but over all 
the process went smoothly. I am very 
thankful for a crew of dedicated 
volunteers that worked many hours 
to make the sale a success, Tracey 
Croft and Jill Gardiner were 
amazing. Many other docents put in 
hours here and there keeping it all growing. When the students 
set up the plant sale I could see that they felt very proud. It is a 
great way to encourage families to start growing. I have to 
think that a few of the families that are growing for the first 
time this spring will be learning from the kids. 

Our Garden

We will be planting a themed garden this spring. Look for the 
labels that show our Salsa Garden (Paw Patch and Kinder 
yard), Pickle Garden, 3 sisters Garden and a Tea Garden. I 
have recently learned that many plants that like to grow 
together just happen to make good recipes as well. Ironic? 
Maybe not. If you are wondering what happens to our garden 
over the summer…we have families that take turns caring for 
it. If you are interested in committing to a week of summer 
care, look for the link for sign ups in future school emails. 

Chicken Talk

We had our first scrambled egg breakfast with our chicken’s 
eggs. Mrs Allen’s class took care of the chickens and collected 
eggs for a few weeks. It was fun to examine the coloring of the 
eggs and comparing them to store bought eggs. Our girls, 
Oreo, Cocoa and Josephine seem to be very happy. They are 
now in the hands of Mrs. Conklin's class. The class rotation 
will continue so that our students will have a chance to learn 
about our chickens and caring for them. 

Butterfly Pavilion

If all goes well we should have butterflies to investigate soon 
in our pavilion. Open house might provide families the 
opportunity to explore this amazing learning zone on campus. 
Thank you for your ongoing support of Science Alive. The 
students continue to have rich learning experience in all our 
outside learning zones. It is an amazing asset to our campus.

Teacher Appreciation Week
This year's theme is "SOAR".  Each class was give one word 
to use in a theme that fits for their 
beloved teacher.  I am sure our 
students and parents will not 
disappoint.  The week will begin 
with the traditional door decorating 
and poster.  This will be followed by a special Cinco de Mayo 
multicultural lunch served by Rosario Rosales and her crew.
As the week progresses there will be the Principle’s Breakfast 
and a catered lunch by Jill Zenti and her crew.  Each class was 
given a certain food item to bring and I know each class will 
fulfill their requested item expertly.
I know each student and parent will provide love and support 
to our teachers and support staff who make us SOAR! all year 
long.

Earth Day 
Our 2nd Annual Cardboard Carnival produced by the students 
for the students was held on May 1st.  There was over 15 
different games and booths for TJ students to enjoy during 
their lunch recess.  Kindergardeners participated in the 
morning during their school day.  Students 
were able win tickets at the various games to 
use at the prize booth.  If you are interested in 
more information or would like to help out 
with Green Team, please contact Yolanda 
Milliken at millifamily@comcast.net.
Be sure to ask your kids about the Carnival. Thanks for all 
your help!

A note from Miss Holly:
On May 20th, our intermediate string orchestra will be 
participating in the second annual Cal Middle School String 
Invitational!  TJ string students will be meeting up with violin, 
viola, and cello students from Crocker/Riverside, Sutterville 
and Leonardo daVinci to play some music followed by a 
concert. Way to go, Theodore Judah String Orchestra!
On May 28th, the VITA Academy Orchestra will be on our 
Theodore Judah stage to present the Link-Up concert 
"Orchestra Moves!" for our intermediate recorder students. 
Luckily for us, they are going to play an extra concert for our 
primary students so they can see and hear all of the instruments 
we've been learning about this year! I can't wait for this 
exciting assembly! 
If you'd like to learn more about the VITA Academy or the 
Link-Up program, please visit http://vitaacademy.org/.
Miss Holly



U p d a t e s  o n  E ve n t s
TJ Gala and Auction Event 

Thank you to everyone involved in this year’s off-site 
Gala!  

It was a huge success because of the teamwork and effort of 
so many parents and community members including all of 
those who attended.  The new venue proved to be a winner 
with ample space for everyone to enjoy the appetizers and 
silent auction upstairs and then dinner, live auction, and 
dancing downstairs.
Our totals are in and this year we were able to raise almost 
$25,000!!  A special thank you goes out to Deana Carrillo, 
Paige Schulte, Alice Liu, Nooshin Movaghassi, and Sue 
Reidell for working so hard in procuring our sponsorships and 
item donations.  We owe a huge thanks to Personal Chef and 
Caterer, Jill Zenti for providing and serving another fabulous 
meal, Steve Meyers for getting all of our wine donated and 
Rob Ferrera for procuring the donations of craft beer.  Our 
registration team of Guy Sanford, Andrea Gilliatt, Micki 
Gibbs, Rona Peters and Lamaia Coleman handled the chaos of 
check-out with grace.  Be sure to express your appreciation to 
them for the daunting task of managing the auction payments.  
Be sure to thank our local corporate sponsors listed below and 
send business their way whenever you get the chance.  

Compton’s Market Little Real Estate
Steve Cohn M Corp
Intermountain Courtney Way, Realtor
Michelle Bouchard

Finally, as the coordinator of this event I could not have 
maintained my sanity without all of the support and assistance 
from Marcia Czajkowski.   
Thank you to everyone who made this event a night to 
remember and helped us raise the money we need to support 
our continually growing Science, Art and Music programs.
Donna Dowson, Gala Coordinator

Campus Facilities Update
Dear Judah Parents,

Thank you to all parents who came out last month to the first 
community meeting to discuss Judah’s facility needs with 
District staff. 
We will be hosting a follow-up meeting on May 7th from 
6-7:30pm in the auditorium to hear the District’s updated 
information on our project and to continue the discussion. 
We had a strong turn-out for the first meeting, and we would 
love to see that same commitment again.  Thank you in 
advance for your dedication to the needs of our neighborhood 
school.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Celeste

Writing Fun for Everyone!
Calling all Theodore Judah K-2 students! 

Let’s have fun writing while you find your inner writer’s voice 
in these writing enrichment classes! We’ll be exploring 
different aspects of writing and doing our own writing in an 
engaging and relaxed atmosphere each week.

When: Mondays—May 5th-June 2nd (no class on 
Monday, May 26th)
Time: 2:15-3:15
Place: Room 5
Price: $60 for 4 weeks* 

*Cash or check only, payable to Lori Ward 
on the first day of class. Please do not pay 
the classroom teacher. Price includes all 
supplies. For additional information and to 
register your child, please call Lori Ward at 448-3465. Class 
size will be limited to 10 students.
Classes taught by Lori Ward, Midtown resident and former 
public elementary school teacher and mentor teacher with over 
20 years of teaching experience, a Master’s degree in 
Education, and a love of language arts.

TJ Bear Wear
Final Sale of 2013-2014 Bear Wear!

Limited quantities available of the Small, 
Medium, Large and XL crew neck, in the 
style pictured. $12 each, order online only 
for delivery to your child's classroom. Find 
links to purchase on the TJPTA Facebook 
page or tjpta.shutterfly.com.

Ice Cream Social
"Let's go to Big Spoon, Dad!” 

Theodore Judah is hosting a social and fundraiser at Big Spoon 
Yogurt on J street (3644 J St), Tuesday, May 6th from 2-9pm. 
Big Spoon Yogurt will donate 30% of sales to Theodore 
Judah.  
Invite your friends, neighbors and classmates. Rally your class 
participation-the class with the most kids at the fundraiser will 
win a Big Spoon Class Party!



P TA  S p o n s o re d  E ve n t s  a n d  P ro g r a m s
Arts Alive!

Our art bulletin boards have been purchased...thank you for 
the generous art purchases at the Arts & Music Festival. 
Installation is underway…

Up coming work…

Spring is in the air and we hope to have kites flying soon. 
This project will combine measurement, weather and 
student’s art to create a variety of kites for functional art.  We 
are so excited to have students apply their math skills into 
building aerodynamic sculptures. This year will be the first 
annual Theodore Judah Kite Flyers.  Stay tuned for a date!

Cinco de Mayo 
Red, white and green? It's not Christmas in May and it's not 
Mexican Independence Day. It's our Cinco de Mayo school 
wide assembly May 9th at 10:40 am in the auditorium. 
Students are so excited to get on stage and show what they've 
learned.

The songs our students will dance are from various 
regions/states in Mexico. Our room 5 kinder class 
will be dancing “La Raspa" also known as the 
Mexican Hat Dance from Jalisco.The 1st-3rd 
graders will be dancing “Flor de Piña" from Oaxaca 
and “La Iguana" (from Guerrero). Lastly, our 
4th-6th graders will be dancing “La Bamba" and 
“La Bruja" both from Veracruz. 
Come join us for this celebration and see the 

beautiful cultural dances as performed by our students.

Splash ’n Dash
Join us May 18th for the Splash 'n Dash Into Summer 
Biathlon to benefit Theodore Judah Elementary!

Students ages K-6th grade are invited to compete against 
others in their age group in a swimming and running event at 
the beautiful Rio Del Oro Racquet Club.
Following the biathlon, families are welcome to swim and 
enjoy a free barbecue!
**Each participant will receive a prize provided by City 
Bicycle Works and individual prizes will be given to the top 
competitors in each age group. 

Early bird registration (now through May 6th): $20.00
Individual registration (after May 6th): $25.00

Register at https://splashndash.eventbrite.com. 
Parent volunteers are needed and appreciated.  If you can 
donate one hour of your time on May 18th, please contact 
Rebecca Shields at rlkessloff@hotmail.com.
Thank you to our biathlon sponsors:

Music Alive Fundraiser
Tony Galioto, Room 16, performed original songs at Harlow's 
on Wednesday,  April 23rd.
This event raised $170 for 'Music Alive’!
Please note the tree stump Tony is sitting on comes from the 
Outdoor Classroom. It's the same 
stump you can find him sitting on 
each morning during Intermediate 
Recess when playing songs with the 
students.

2014 TJ Nature Bowl
Join Coach Yvonne and Coach Wendy in congratulating the 
3rd and 4th graders, who played strong, learned tons, and 
made their competitors dig as deep as they could go. 
Also, congratulations and kudos to the 5th graders who, on 
behalf of our school, are moving on to the finals at 
Sacramento State on May 17th.
As representatives of Theodore Judah, team members rocked 
the semi-finals, showcasing their mastery of the 
environmental sciences in Northern California's Nature Bowl - 
the Academic Decathlon of science and the environment. 
Go TJ!


