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April 2014

Events At a Glance
• Wine Drop, April 10th after school in front of campus - look for the wine car!

• Plant Sale, April 10th after school and April 11th in the morning

• General PTA Meeting, April 10th 6:00-7:30

• Earth Day April 11th, on campus during regular school hours

• Spring Break, April 12th - 20th

Coming Up…
Teacher Appreciation Week, May 5th-9th

Big Spoon Yogurt Social & Fundraiser May 6th

Cinco De Mayo Celebration, May 9th

S P R I N G  B R E A K



P TA  S p o n s o re d  E ve n t s  a n d  P ro g r a m s
Science and Garden

Garden
School Garden Snack was delicious this last month. We 
had mountains of salad, wraps with chimichurri sauce 
made from an edible weed in our garden, and pesto using 
carrot tops and pea shoots. It was an adventurous snack 
and was completely devoured by the end of recess. We 
will be transitioning our garden in the next few weeks 
with the hopes of having some summer veggies ready for 
consumption a little early. 

The Green Team 
Ms. Ly and Mrs. Gambirazio’s class 
traveled to the river a few weeks ago to 
release our trout. It was such an 
amazing experience. The students collected a lot of trash 
and became more aware of the ways we are negatively 
impacting our environment. We even found a crawdad 
living in a chip bag. 
This was a full 
circle moment for 
many green team 
students who are 
working toward 
educating others 
about this very 
topic. 

On that note, our very own Theodore Judah Nature Bowl 
team will compete on the 3rd of April. They will compete 
with other schools in the area around topics that relate to 
our environment, local ecosystems, native species and 
many other topics. The team has been working each 
Friday afternoon to prepare. Many thanks to Yvonne 
Erikson and Wendy Bogdan for their leadership on this 
project. By the time you receive this newsletter we will 
know how our team performed - their commitment has 
been amazing.  One of the students has created an 
infomercial on the experience we had at the river. 
Another student focused on the invasive species of 
striped bass in our lakes and rivers. 

A Note From Miss Holly

Dear TJ Students and families:

Thank you for your part in a stellar art 

and music festival! Every class 

performed their best!

Congratulations!

Miss Holly

Drama Club Rocks the House
The Theodore Judah Drama Club 

Drama Club enjoyed it's first performance at the amazing 
Spring Arts and Music Festival on Thursday, March 27th. 
The theme for the show was "Rock and Recorders" and 
the Drama Club was happy to play along. The kids did a 
fantastic job, as they dressed in period rock garb and took 
the audience on a "Journey Through Rock N Roll 
History”.

Drama Club members highlighted some great moments, 
performers and turning points from the last few decades.  
The audience clapped along as the girls sang Queens "We 
Will Rock You" before delivering their lines! Nice job, 
girls! Please also note one of our talented club members, 
Halle Short, was not mentioned in the program, and we 
would like to take this special opportunity to mention her 
as well. 

Although only a few meetings remain, new members are 
always welcome. Please contact Jenny Haskin at 
jennyhaskin@ymail.com  if interested in joining. 

Plant Sale
Just a brief reminder that the PLANT SALE will be on 
April 10th after school. If you placed an order you can 
pick up your plants then. If you would like to purchase 
plants there will be extra inventory at that point. Be sure 
to tell your neighbors. 



U p d a t e s  o n  E ve n t s

TJ Gala and Auction Event 
GALA - Dinner, Auction & Dancing!
Don't miss this opportunity to build friendships while 
supporting your child's education. Dinner, dancing, hosted bar, 
silent and live auction all at our new venue, the Turn Verien 
on Friday, April 25th from 7-11pm. 
Tickets are $55 each and can be purchased online at: 
TJPTA.Shutterfly.com/Gala2014.
Please attend or donate to this event as it is our largest 
fundraiser for art, science and music- all of which happen 
weekly at our school because of generous contributions from 
our families!

All Call for Donations and Sponsors: 

Families can still donate items for our auction until April 11th. 
Items can be services, items, wine, gift certificates etc. Please 
turn them into the office and leave in the PTA mailbox. Also, 
if you have a business that would like premium sponsorship 
opportunities please email Deana Carrillo 
(djmilam@yahoo.com) for information on sponsorship levels, 
all cash donations are welcome regardless of "level."
Thank you for supporting Judah's biggest fundraiser of the 
year.

Campus Facilities Update
Dear TJ Families,
Thank you to all of our families and teachers who attended last 
weeks facility meeting to give feedback to our district about 
TJ's current and upcoming facility needs. The number of 
parents and teachers who showed up last week was impressive 
and heartwarming. We reminded the district that we are 
committed to maintaining our excellent neighborhood school. 
The outcome and next steps:
We are grateful for the time that the district staff and school 
Board Member Jeff Cuneo gave to us. They acknowledged our 
needs and made a commitment to create classroom space that 
would provide us with additional classrooms for school year 
2015-2016.
It was clear that our parents and community want to be part of 
the process of creating the plan for the building that they are 
proposing, as it stands, the district will be following up with 
Principal Celeste when they have a specific set of plans and/or 
options for us to consider. This will be another opportunity for 
engagement in the facility plan.
As for the programs such as Art, Science and Music Alive, 
those will continue to flourish. The science lab will take a 
different form next year as we transition to a new space. The 
PTA and Principal Celeste are committed to making sure these 
programs continue to be a cornerstone in our children's every 
day education at Judah.
Call to Action: 
Please email to: if you are interested in being on the 
Facility Planning Committee for further input on this plan.
Please consider a donation for the fundraising Gala or 
attending as a guest. Our funds help with art, science and 
music programming along with filling gaps in facility needs 
which may be needed in the near future.
Thanks again to all of our families for your commitment to an 
excellent educational environment for our children. Our 
families, once again have risen to the occasion to protect what 
matters most to us- an excellent educational environment at 
our neighborhood school.
Sincerely,
Deana Carrillo & the TJ PTA Board Members

Ice Cream Social
"Let's go to Big Spoon, Mom!" 

Theodore Judah is hosting a social and fundraiser at Big Spoon 
Yogurt on J street (3644 J St), Tuesday, May 6th from 2-9pm. 

Big Spoon Yogurt will donate 30% of 
sales to Theodore Judah.  
Invite your friends, neighbors and 
classmates. Rally your class 
participation-the class with the most 
kids at the fundraiser will win a Big 
Spoon Class Party!

General PTA Meeting
Thursday, April 10th – 6pm

Childcare for ages 5+ and pizza provided.  Come bring your 
ideas, questions and comments to this open forum, we will also 
be voting for our PTA 2014-2015 Board.
Every attendee will get a chance to win a FREE ticket to the 
Gala!
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Art & Music Festival

Thank you 

To all of the art docents, teachers, students, Jenny Haskin, Miss 
Holly, Susan Rabinovitz and the Art Team, Mrs. Celeste, 
parents and volunteers.  You created a great and very 
successful Arts & Music Festival. Our gross revenue from this 
event was just over $8000!  Most revenue for this event to 
date! Thank you parents who donated by purchasing all the 
wonderful art!

Next up the colorful art sleeve:  KITES!

As we see the weather change, hopefully we will be able to fly 
our artful kites soon.  Stay tuned for projects and a kite flying 
date!
Once again, thank you everyone for making art a priority.
The Art Team

Cinco de Mayo 
Mexican Folklorico practices starting in April.

If you have not already, sign up now to be a part of the 
Mexican Folkorico dance performance. The performance will 
take place during school wide assembly on May 9th at 
10:40am. Practices will be an hour after school at 2:10pm for 
1st-3rd graders one day a week and another day a week for 
4th-6th graders (dates to be determined). Kindergarteners will 
practice for 30-40 minutes twice a week at 11:15am (if practice 
space is available). 
Rosario Rocha, has taught our students Mexican Folklórico 
dances for the past 5 years. This year she is in a back brace and 
will need volunteers to help 2 days a week for one hour after 
school (kinders and non-kinders). Please email her at 
lil_chayito@yahoo.com or call/text her at 916-271-7391 if you 
would like to help. Will also need extra help the day of 
performance.

Jamba Juice on Campus
Jamba Juice will be on campus in the back of the school after 
school every other Thursday serving fruit smoothies for $4 
each - convenient, fun, tasty and 
best of all Judah keeps 20% of 
proceeds. 
Join us every other Thursday for a 
"Snack in the Back" with Jamba 
Juice!

TJ Nature Bowl Team
As this newsletter goes to print, Theodore Judah's Nature 
Bowl teams will be representing Theodore Judah at Nimbus 
Hatchery, showcasing knowledge the students developed 
through three months of extraordinary preparation and layered 
upon years of TJ's core science curriculum. 
Since January, TJ's Nature Bowl participants have met weekly. 
Through Central Valley Ecology bingo, nature relays, bell-
ringers, individual and group research and presentations, these 
students have been furthering their mastery of California 
Central Valley's ecology. 
Need to know why a Doodle Bug should 
really be called a Brutal Bug? Or how a 
California King snake successfully 

munches a 
rattlesnake? an 
example of a 
nocturnal insectivore endemic to the 
Central Valley? or whether geothermal 
energy is considered renewable? or how 
being a vegetarian saves water? Ask 

Theodore Judah's Nature Bowlers and congratulate them for 
their extraordinary representation of your school: Abigail 
Pearson, Jack Goselin, Mekhi Green, Jacob Eaton, Owen 
Peabody, Annika Erickson, Maya Milliken, Molly Gibbs, Jack 
Galvez, Jasmin Trillo, Sydney Pifer, Jacob Schmeh, Annabelle 
Thalken, Juli Ann Johnson, Joseph Bogdan, Kyros Seperas, 
Christian Vaughan, Grace Henriquez, and Natalie Wilson. 
We are so proud of you.

Spot the “Wine Car” 
For our first ever Wine Drop we are collecting bottles of 
wine for the Gala's auction! 

Spot the “Wine Car" on McKinley Blvd across the street from 
the school on Thursday, April 10th after school at pick up. 
Super easy... just grab a bottle from 
your wine collection or from our 
neighborhood Compton's Market, 
spot the car with the sign for the 
Wine Drop and get the warm feeling 
of doing great things for our school! 
Recommended minimum value of 
$10. 
Thank you to all the parents that 
make this school great!


